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Newsletter of the  

World Food Programme in Ghana  

WFP transits food through Tema to 

landlocked countries 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, 

 

It is a privilege to introduce myself as the 

new Representative/Country Director of 

the World Food Programme in Ghana.  

 

Over the next few years, I look forward to 

strengthening our partnership to contin-

ue the fight against hunger, food insecuri-

ty and undernutrition, which still persist 

in parts of  the country. 

 

This edition of the newsletter focuses on 

an aspect of our operations which is sel-

dom highlighted but is critical to our hu-

manitarian and development work—

logistics. I  hope you find it informative 

and interesting.  

 

Sincerely  

Pippa Bradford 

Inside this edition 
 

WFP transits food through Tema to 

landlocked countries  
Logistics Intervention Fleet  estab-

lished in Ghana  
Scholarships enable deprived girls 

continue secondary school 
 

Japan supports WFP to address 

nutrition 
 

HNA Group supports school meals 
 

UNHRD improves humanitarian 

response in Africa 

Issue 7 • May-August 2013 

T 
ema — A consignment of 

12,000mt of sorghum 

was recently transit-

ed  through the Tema 

port to Niger, for WFP operations. 

To date, this is 

WFP’s largest trans-

shipment through 

Ghana. 

 

Since 2010, the  

Tema port has    

become an increas-

ingly important   

corridor for WFP 

food transiting 

through Ghana to 

landlocked West 

African countries 

such as Burkina  

Faso, Niger and  Mali.  In 2010, 

11,000mt passed through   Tema, 

increasing to 35,000mt in 2012. 

Between January and July 2013, 

more than 20,000mt of food trans-

ited through the port. The regular 

food items are wheat, yellow split 

peas, vegetable oil, rice and sor-

ghum.  

 

A large proportion of this food is 

used in programmes and opera-

tions which provide much-needed 

food assistance to the vulnerable.  

The rest is stored in WFP’s innova-

tive Forward Purchase Facility (FPF) 

which strategically prepositions 

food for regional programme re-

quirements.   

 

Besides the Tema port, Cotonou 

and Lome also serve as important 

corridors for WFP. The choice of a 

port depends on considerations 

such as final delivery points, turna-

round time of port operations and 

transporters, and the total cost of 

operations.  

To facilitate the speedy transporta-

tion of the consignment of sorghum 

from Tema port, WFP, through for-

warding agents Bollore Africa Lo-

gistics & DAMCO Logistics Ghana,  

hired 270 trucks from Ghana to 

various delivery points in Ni-

ger.  Most of the trucks were pro-

vided by Global Haulage and Alhaji 

Saliah, two private sector Ghanaian 

companies.  

 

One of the benefits of corridor ac-

tivities is the injection of funds into 

local economies. More than 100 

casual labourers in Ghana  were 

hired to work on the shipment of 

12,000mt of sorghum. Their wag-

es as well as  the transporters 

charges, represents a substantial 

injection of money into the Ghana-

ian  economy.  
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Logistics Intervention Fleet Established in Ghana 

A 
CCRA — Ghana’s strategic 

location in West Africa 

makes it ideal for the 

establishment of a 

Regional West Africa Logistics 

Intervention Fleet (LIF).  

 

The LIF is a centrally pooled fleet of 

trucks intended for immediate 

deployment to regional emergencies. 

The fleet aims to enhance regional 

emergency preparedness and 

coordination, fill in gaps created by 

the absence of commercial 

transporters, improve emergency 

deployment lead times and reduce 

country fleet overhead costs by 

eliminating the need for additional 

capital investment each time an 

emergency occurs. 

 

This regional West Africa fleet is 

located on the premises of the United 

Nations Humanitarian Response 

Depot, in the courier enclave of the 

Kotoka International Airport in Accra.  

Modeled after the Kampala-based 

East Africa regional fleet which has 

had a positive impact on logistics 

operations in East Africa, the West 

Africa fleet is expected to similarly 

improve emergency and logistics 

operations in the sub-region.  

 

Currently, it is comprised of   surplus 

assets from WFP country offices 

throughout West Africa and is  

stocked with 9 Scania and 6 

Mercedes trucks, 6 trailers and a 

mobile work shop. These 15 trucks 

are being serviced to make them 

operational and ready for 

deployment. In addition, one 

Mercedes and 14 Hino trucks are 

expected from the Liberia fleet, which 

would give a total of 30 LIF trucks in 

Accra.   

The LIF unit is managed by WFP’s  

Logistics and Transport Service in 

Rome, with the assistance of United 

Nations Humanitarian Response 

Depot. It is generously supported by 

Australia and MSB, a Swedish Civil 

Contingencies Agency. 
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LIF trucks stationed at  the UNHRD premises in Accra 

 

Extracts on Nutrition from 2013 Lancet Series 
 

 

 Globally, 45 percent of all child deaths among children under five can be attributed to undernutrition, whilst stunting  

which affects growth and brain development, affects some 165 million children, that is, a quarter of all children under 

age five. (The 2011 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey conducted in Ghana indicates that 23 percent of children under five 

years are stunted. The Northern Region is the worst affected with over 37 percent of children being stunted) 

 Proper nutrition, especially during the 1,000 day window of opportunity from pregnancy till a child’s second birthday, 

will enable children to reach their full adult potential. 

 Ensuring that proper nutrition is provided to pregnant and breast feeding mothers, and adolescent girls who have 

reached reproductive age, is a vital component of programmes aiming at reducing child malnutrition.  

 Leadership across all sectors is important to address child malnutrition - development and humanitarian agencies, de-

velopment partners, civil society and the private sector, working with key government ministries such as health, agricul-

ture and education, need to collaborate to confront the challenge. 

The battle against child undernutrition is urgent and winnable 



Scholarships Enable Deprived Girls Continue    

Secondary School  

K 
araga — Fifty-six girls 

from WFP-assisted Junior 

High Schools were 

awarded scholarships at 

the 11th Ghana Education Service/

World Food Programme Girls’ 

Education Scholarship and Awards 

programme held in June 2013. 

This brings to 325 the number of 

girls who have benefited from this 

scholarship programme since its 

inception in 2001.  

The scholarships are for girls who 

have completed  WFP-assisted take-

home ration Junior High Schools and 

have qualified into Senior High 

Schools. The primary objective is to 

prevent them from curtailing their 

secondary school education because  

of a lack of financial resources and 

to date, this objective has been 

achieved. 

An evaluation of the scholarship 

programme conducted in 2011, 

reported that almost all  past  

recipients had completed secondary 

school, and 98 percent  were either 

enrolled in tertiary institutions, or 

were working. The evaluation further 

revealed that the scholarship 

programme had engendered in girls 

the desire for further education and 

had established a core of educated 

role models in several rural 

communities. 

A 2013  beneficiary, Rafia Abdul-

Razak,  acknowledged in her letter 

of appreciation, that “the scholarship 

has inspired me to study even 

harder to justify it and aim to be the 

best I can be”. 

This year, each girl was given a 

certificate, a set of text books, some 

groceries and a cheque of GH¢

600.00. These prizes and 

scholarships were provided by the 

following private sector companies  

who are the regular contributors: 

Adwinsa Publications, Bank of Africa, 

DAMCO Logistics, EPP Book Services, 

Gulf Atlantic, HFC Bank, INTERTEK 

Gh, IPMC, NAD Shipping, National 

Communications Authority, NEM 

Insurance, PATHOLAB Medical 

Solutions, Premium Foods, 

Prudential Bank, Satguru Travel & 

Tours, SEDCO  Publishing, Silver 

Star Auto Ltd, Stanbic Bank, UN 

Spouses Association of Ghana and 

Winmat Publishers. 

The Honourable Northern Regional 

Minister who was the Guest of 

Honour, stressed the importance of 

girls’ education particularly in 

today’s fast evolving global village. 

Mr. Bede Ziedeng enumerated the 

retrogressive impact of ignoring 

girls’ education such as illiteracy, 

ignorance, economic deprivation and 

inferiority complex, all of which  

impede national development.  

Taking turns to speak, Ms. 

Magdalena Moshi,  the WFP Deputy 

Country Director; Ms. Samata 

Mahama, a guidance and counseling 

coordinator of the Ghana Education 

Service;  Mr. Charles Aheto-Tsegah, 

Deputy Director General of the 

Ghana Education Service; and Ms. 

Beatrice Zalia Ali, Acting Director of 

the Supplies and Logistics Division, 

all advised the girls to avoid 

activities which could prevent them 

achieving their full potential in life.    
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Recipients of the 2013 GES/WFP Girls’ Education Scholarship and Awards Ceremony  

held at Karaga in the Northern Region  



B 
EIJING – HNA Group 

Chairman ChenFeng signed 

an agreement with WFP 

Executive Director Ertharin 

Cousin in May 2013, to contribute 

US$1.6 million (10 million RMB) to 

WFP’s programmes in Ghana.  

The funds will be used for 

the take-home rat ion 

component of WFP’s school 

meals programme which  

promotes girls’ education in 

areas with low gender parity. 

Currently, WFP supports the 

Ghana Education Service to 

provide take-home rations to 

30,000 girls in the Northern 

and Volta Regions. The food 

serves as an  incentive to 

prevent them from dropping 

out of junior high school. 

WFP also assists the Ghana 

School Feeding Programme 

to provide nutritious cooked 

meals to 150,000 children in the 

three northern regions and the 

Millennium Village Project in the 

Ashanti Region.  

Ms. Cousin described China as well 

positioned to take a leading role in 

the global fight against hunger 

because of its success in bringing 

millions of its own people out of 

poverty and hunger.  

Mr. Chen Feng stressed HNA’s  

commitment to invest in the 

economic development of Africa, 

through programmes such as WFP 

school meals which help children 

receive education in order to become 

productive members of society.  

HNA Group is a leading Chinese 

corporation. Its support to WFP’s 

programme in Ghana is planned as 

the first stage of an ongoing 

collaboration between the two 

institutions. The group has  expressed 

interest in supporting  similar projects 

in other African countries, as well as 

raising additional funds from its 

corporate partners, investors, 

customers and employees. 

 

 
Page 4 Issue 7 • May-August 2013 

HNA Group Signs Agreement with WFP to Support 

Take-Home Rations in Ghana 

Japan Supports WFP to Address Nutrition 

A 
CCRA — WFP has received 

a contribution of US$1 

million from the Govern-

ment of Japan to be used 

on nutrition interventions in Ghana.  

 

The funds will be used to launch inno-

vative nutrition projects as part of 

Japan and WFP’s expanded partner-

ship to support African governments 

to tackle undernutrition. Pregnant 

and breastfeeding mothers, and 

young children who are most at risk 

of malnutrition, will receive special         

attention.  

 

Dr Toshiko Abe, Japan’s Parliamen-

tary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 

announced the donation to Ghana, as 

well as a donation of US$500,000 to 

Sierra Leone, when she met Felix 

Gomez, WFP Deputy Regional Direc-

tor for West Africa, at the Japanese 

Embassy in Accra in August. 

 

Mr. Gomez expressed gratitude  to 

Japan for supporting the nutrition of 

vulnerable mothers and children. He 

affirmed WFP’s commitment to work 

closely with  Japan and the govern-

ments of the host countries, to  pro-

actively prevent undernutrition.   

 

Undernutrition (stunting, wasting and 

underweight), has been described as 

one of the world’s most serious but 

least addressed problems. The hu-

man and economic costs of undernu-

trition are enormous falling hardest 

on women, children and the poor.  

 

Stunting is mainly caused by insuffi-

cient nutrition during the crucial first 

1,000 days of life. It leads to defi-

ciency in physical and cognitive de-

velopment which in turn diminishes 

children’s future productivity and 

earning capacity, and subsequently, 

national incomes of affected coun-

tries.   

    

Adequate nutrition between a wom-

an’s pregnancy (270 days), and her 

child’s 2nd birthday (730 days), can 

have a profound impact on the child’s 

ability to grow, learn, and extricate 

him or herself out of the vicious cycle 

of poverty.   

An estimated 165 million children 

suffer from stunting globally. In sub-

Saharan Africa, four in ten children 

under the age of five are stunted. 

Stunting rates in Ghana average 23 

percent at the national level, but 

reach as high as 37 percent in food-

insecure areas such as the  Northern 

Region. 

 
This financial package from Japan 

follows the Fifth Tokyo International 

Conference on African Development 

(TICAD V) held in June, during which  

WFP Executive Director, Ertharin 

Cousin and Parliamentary Vice-

Minister Abe, reaffirmed the im-

portance of adequate nutrition for 

mothers and children, and agreed to 

launch nutrition programmes in     

Africa.  
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Farewell 

A 
CCRA—The UN Humanitari-

an Response Depot 

(UNHRD) in Accra has un-

dertaken 260 shipments 

to emergencies in Africa and else-

where, since it began operating in 

2007.  

The Accra depot is part of a network 

of six humanitarian hubs which WFP 

established worldwide to improve 

emergency response and reduce op-

erational costs of the humanitarian 

community. Each depot operates 

from a common premises that hosts 

its users thereby maximising efficien-

cy in terms of both storage costs and 

cargo consolidation.  

The UNHRD Network is managed by  

WFP but accessible to multiple au-

thorized users. These are mainly UN 

agencies and international govern-

mental and non-governmental hu-

manitarian organizations who have 

signed an agreement with WFP for 

the provision of services.  

Users of the UNHRD in Accra are Ac-

tion  Against Hunger (ACF), Interna-

tional Federation of Red Cross, Irish 

Aid, Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA), UN 

Office for the Coor-

dination of Humani-

t a r i a n  A f f a i r s 

(OCHA), Shelter 

Box, Swiss Red 

Cross, UNICEF,  

UNFPA, WFP, World 

Health Organization 

and World Vision 

International 

The network holds 

strategic reserves of 

emergency relief 

items such as medi-

cal kits, shelter 

goods, water and sanitation equip-

ment, High Energy Biscuits, prefabri-

cated office and storage units, logis-

tics assets and information technolo-

gy equipment.  

Beginning with just 13 shipments in 

2007, annual shipments from the 

UNHRD in Accra increased to 80 in  

2012. UNHCR has been its largest 

user to date with an estimated value 

of shipments at US$1.5m, that is 59 

percent of the depot’s services ren-

dered. In 2012 alone, 761mt of 

mixed items was shipped on its be-

half. 

Assistance from UNHRD Accra has 

reached several African countries in-

cluding Ghana the host country, Cote 

d’Ivoire, Chad, Niger, Mali, Central 

Africa Republic, DR Congo, Comoros 

and Madagascar. In 2010, an airlift 

was dispatched as far as Haiti follow-

ing its devastating earthquake.   

The other five depots in the UNHRD 

Network are Panama City/Panama, 

Las Palmas/Spain,  Brindisi/Italy, Du-

bai/UAE and Subang/Malaysia.  

UNHRD Improves Humanitarian Response in Africa  

F 
ormer WFP Representative in Ghana, Ismail Omer 

bid farewell to staff, friends, colleagues, partners 

and H. E. President John Mahama, in June, after 

completing a five-year duty tour from 2008 to -

2013. 

During a farewell call on the President at the Flagstaff 

House in Accra, Mr. Omer commended Ghana  for its  

commitment to democracy and political stability. He noted 

that the peaceful atmosphere which exists in the country 

had been a contributory factor in its selection for two WFP 

emergency regional facilities, the UN Humanitarian Re-

sponse Depot and more recently, the Regional Logistics 

Intervention Fleet. He appealed to Ghanaians to strive to 

keep the nation peaceful at all times.  

President Mahama expressed gratitude to WFP for its sup-

port to Ghana over the years. He wished Mr. Omer well in 

his next posting and re-affirmed the government's com-

mitment to continue working towards absolute national 

food security through various strategies.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Some Upcoming UN Days 
 International Day of the Girl Child—11th October 2013 

 World Food Day—16th October 2013 

 UN Day—24th October 2013 

Airlift of prefabricated units and medical kits to Haiti from the 

UNHRD in Accra in 2010 

Ismail and his family at  a  send-off party organized by staff 
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